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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election of species I in the reply filed on 2/07/2008 is acknowledged. 
Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the 
restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP§ 818.03(a)). 

Claims 8-13 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected embodiment, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 02/07/2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 6 recite "rubber-like". It is not clear that the addition of the word 
"like" is intended to convey. See MPEP 2173.05(b)(E). 

Claim 1 recites "a mutually mingled fashion". It is not clear what is encompassed 
by this recitation. 

Claims 2, 4, and 6 all recite "every a predetermined number of them". It is not 
clear what is encompassed by this limitation nor what element corresponds to "them". 
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Claim 6 recites "the one lattice member". There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claims. 

Claim 14 recites "membrane characterized by the employment for the hydraulic 
antivibration device as set forth in any one of claims 1 -4, 6-9 or 1 1 ". It is not clear what 
membrane structure is required by this claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by FR 2674590. 

FR 2674590 discloses all the limitations of the instant claims including; a first 
attachment fitting 1 , a cylindrical second attachment fitting 2, a vibration-isolating base 
connecting the second attachment fitting and the first attachment fitting to each other 
and composed of a rubber-like elastomer 3, a diaphragm 4 attached to the second 
attachment fitting to form a liquid-filled chamber between the diaphragm and the 
vibration-isolating base, a partition 6 comparting the liquid-filled chamber into a first 
liquid chamber on the vibration-isolating base side and a second liquid chamber on the 
diaphragm side, and an orifice (7, 13-14) putting the first liquid chamber and the second 
liquid chamber into communication with each other, the partition including an elastic 
partition membrane 8 and a pair of lattice members 9-10 regulating the displacement 
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amount of the elastic partition membrane from both sides thereof, which device is 
characterized in that rib groups are provided projectingly on both faces of the elastic 
partition membrane, and include a plurality of first ribs and a plurality of second ribs 
existing in a mutually mingled fashion, wherein the first ribs (annular, at 15) are set in 
height dimension so that tops thereof may be situated to be spaced apart from the 
lattice members; and the second ribs 11 are set in height dimension so that tops thereof 
may abut on the lattice members and in a rib width smaller than the first ribs. See figure 
5. 

Regarding claims 2 and 4, note that annular ribs 15 surround all the lattice holes 

13-14. 

Regarding claim 3, note ribs 15 are annular and ribs 1 1 are disposed at a specific 
radial location and are therefore in a "radial fashion" as broadly recited. 
Regarding claim 14, see membrane 8. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Yamamoto and Itoh et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bradley T. King whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
71 17. The examiner can normally be reached on 1 1 :00-7:30 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Siconolfi can be reached on (571) 272-7124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bradley T King/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3683 

BTK 



